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JOHN KOHR: ALWAYS A ‘‘CO-

OPERATIVE’’ MAN

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to my good friend, John Kohr, upon
the occasion of his retirement as Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Co-Operative Elevator Company
in Pigeon, Michigan. I have worked closely
with John for the past 20 years and have al-
ways held him in the highest esteem. He is
the kind of individual who others seek out for
guidance because he strives for excellence in
all that he does and he never hesitates to take
on more than his share in any circumstance.

During more than a decade at the helm and
throughout his entire 39 years with the com-
pany, John’s enthusiastic leadership, strong
work ethic and decentralized management
style have helped to mold the company and
individuals within it into shining examples for
others in the industry to look up to as models
for growth and development. He has been the
driving force in establishing a record of profit-
ability that is unmatched in the industry state-
wide.

Just as importantly, John worked to create
an environment that trained others so that
they could move up in the organization. One
has to look no farther than his replacement,
Burt Keefer, to see how John’s style allowed
others to succeed. John has a well-deserved
reputation as someone who gives unselfishly
and extensively to the industry in which he
has made a living for his family. In fact, John
earlier this year was honored with the Agri-
Business Award for Outstanding Member for
his many contributions and dedication to the
Agri-Business Association. John’s drive for ex-
cellence has also extended beyond his profes-
sion. He has been very active in many com-
munity organizations, volunteering his time
and talents for the betterment of his fellow citi-
zens.

Behind every successful businessman, there
is always the love and warm support of family.
John’s wife, Dianne, and their four children,
Kathy, Carrie, Susan, and John, have shared
in his dreams and worked hard to help him
achieve them. A devote Christian, John has
been a role model for his children and a loving
husband to his wife.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating John Kohr on his sig-
nificant and diverse accomplishments and in
wishing him a rewarding retirement. His talent,
dedication and enthusiasm will be sorely
missed by his former coworkers, but I am con-
fident that he will bring these attributes to all
the challenges that lie ahead.
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MICROBICIDES DEVELOPMENT ACT
OF 2001

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce the ‘‘Microbicides Development Act
of 2001’’. I am pleased to be joined by many
of my good friends and colleagues who have

signed on as original cosponsors to this legis-
lation. My thanks go to them.

Mr. Speaker, this week the United Nations
convened a special session of the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly to address how to combat the
spreading HIV/AIDS epidemic.

We have entered the third decade in the
battle against HIV/AIDS. June 5, 1981 marked
the first reported case of AIDS by the Centers
for Disease Control. Since that time, over
400,000 people have died in the United
States. Globally 21.8 million people have died
of AIDS.

Tragically, women now represent the fastest
growing group of new HIV infections in the
United States and women of color are dis-
proportionately at risk. In the developing world
women now account for more than half of HIV
infections and there is growing evidence that
the position of women in developing societies
will be a critical factor in shaping the course
of the AIDS pandemic.

So what can women do? Women need and
deserve access to a prevention method that is
within their personal control. Women are the
only group of people at risk who are expected
to protect themselves without any tools to do
so. We must strengthen women’s immediate
ability to protect themselves—including pro-
viding new woman-controlled technologies.
One such technology does exist called
microbicides.

The Microbicides Development Act of 2001
which I am introducing, will encourage federal
investment for this critical research, with the
establishment of programs at the National In-
stitutes of Health (NIH) and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Through the
work of the NIH, non-profit research institu-
tions, and the private sector, a number of
microbicide products are poised for successful
development. But this support is no longer
enough for actually getting microbicides
through the development ‘‘pipeline’’ and into
the hands of the millions who could benefit
from them. Microbicides can only be brought
to market if the federal government helps sup-
port critical safety and efficacy testing.

Health advocates around the world are con-
vinced that microbicides could have a signifi-
cant impact on HIV/AlDs and sexually trans-
mitted diseases (STDs).

Researchers have identified almost 60
microbicides, topical creams and gels that
could be used to prevent the spread of HIV
and other STDs such as chlamydia and her-
pes, but interest in the private sector in
microbicides research has been lacking.

According to the Alliance for Microbicide De-
velopment, 38 biotech companies, 28 not-for-
profit groups and seven public agencies are
investigating microbicides, and Phase III clin-
ical trials have begun on four of the most
promising compounds. The studies will evalu-
ate the compounds’ efficacy and acceptability
and will include consumer education as part of
the compounds’ development. However, it will
be at least two years before any compound
trials are completed.

Currently, the bulk of funds for microbicide
research comes from NIH—nearly $25 million
per year—and the Global Microbicide Project,
which was established with a $35 million grant
from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
However, more money is needed to bring the
microbicides to market. Health advocates have
asked NIH to increase the current budget for
research to $75 million per year.

Mr. Speaker, today, the United States has
the highest incidence of STDs in the industri-
alized world—annually it is estimated that 15.4
million Americans acquired a new STD. STDs
cause serious, costly, even deadly conditions
for women and their children, including infer-
tility, pregnancy complications, cervical cancer,
infant mortality, and higher risk of contracting
HIV.

This legislation has the potential to save bil-
lions in health care costs. Direct cost to the
U.S. economy of STDs and HIV infection, is
approximately $8.4 billion. When the indirect
costs, such as lost productivity, are included
that figure rises to an estimated $20 billion.

With sufficient investment, a microbicide
could be available around the world within five
years.

I urge my colleagues to lend their support to
this vital legislation.
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CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF
THE SMITHSONIAN FOLK LIFE
FESTIVAL

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2001

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you
today to celebrate the opening of the Smithso-
nian Folk Life Festival. I commend the Smith-
sonian Institution for its decision to feature
New York City and its rich heritage and diver-
sity. I am delighted that Harlem’s own leg-
endary Apollo Theatre, will be showcased by
hosting its famous ‘‘Amateur Night at the Apol-
lo’’ on the Mall Saturday, July 7. For the very
first time Americans outside of New York will
be allowed to be a part of Amateur Night at
the Apollo. They will be able to experience the
excitement of Amateur Night at the Apollo in
the same way that past winners, such as, Bil-
lie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughn,
James Brown, and Stevie Wonder did many
years ago.

When New Yorkers took the A-train uptown,
the first stop was the Apollo. When the down-
town musicians wanted to learn how to play
jazz they went to the Apollo. When the kids
from Brooklyn wanted to learn how to bebop
and ‘‘lindy hop’’ they went to the Apollo.

The Apollo stage is where the Godfather of
Soul—James Brown, got his soul; where Mi-
chael Jackson showed off the moonwalk; and
today it provides a showcase for leading hip-
hop artists.

The Apollo Theatre was built in 1913, how-
ever it was not until 1932 when Sydney Cohen
purchased it that it became known as a Black
Vaudeville house. This change was reflective
of the influx of African-Americans into the area
between 135th and 145th streets and the
changes in Harlem entertainment. Over the
next few decades the Apollo became the
place to perform if you were a rising Black
musician. You were not accepted as a serious
musician in Harlem until you performed and
excelled at the Apollo.

For more than eighty years the Apollo The-
atre has been the first home of African-Amer-
ican music, the cultural mecca of Harlem, and
the monument to the contributions of Black
Americans in the entertainment industry. The
Theatre achieved the high point of its popu-
larity in the 1950’s when the growing number
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